THE   YEZIDEES
Arabic word for Satan. Thus they have to find
other words to express such commonly spoken of
objects as the sun, river, water-melon, &c,, as they
each begin with the prohibited letter. Layard, in
his Travels amongst them, tells of one instance illus-
trating this superstition, He was standing in the
midst of a large crowd of Yezidees gathered to take
part in their yearly feast, when he espied a boy
climbing a tree at the apparent risk of his neck. He
says, " As I looked up I saw the impending danger,
and made an effort by an appeal to the chief to avert
it. * If that young Sheit—' I exclaimed, about to
use an epithet generally applied in the East to such
adventurous youths. I checked myself immediately,
but it was too late; half the dreaded word had
escaped/' He goes on to say that the effect was
instantaneous, a look of horror spreading over the
faces of all present, Fortunately for him, he was
a favourite amongst the Yezidees, and so they
allowed it to pass. So great is the horror of this
letter, that they have often killed those who use
it wilfully. When speaking of the devil they do
so reverently, calling him the "mighty angel,"
The symbol of their religion is the " Malek el
Taous," a peacock, and is held in great reverence by
them. Satan is said to be the head of the angelic
host, and he is supplied with seven archangels, who
minister to him and exercise great influence over the
world; they are Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, Azrail,
Dedrail, Azrapheel, and Shemkeel. Our Lord is
also counted amongst the angels, though not one of
these seven, and is acknowledged to have taken upon
Himself the form of man, They, in common with
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